Abstract. C 2 H 2 N 2 0, Μ = 70.051; Prima; a = 8.519(6), 6 = 5.427(4), c=7.235(5)A; Z=4; D x = 1.391 g em" 3 ; V= 334.49A 3 ; (Motfa)=0.71069Ä; F(000) = 144. The structure was solved with direct methods and refined by least-squares analysis to an R = 0.059 including 363 observed reflections. The molecule lies on the mirror plane and must therefore be completely planar. By two intermolecular hydrogen bridges towards the oxygen and the nitrogen atom of the carbonyl and the nitrile group respectively, neighbouring molecules of the same layer are bound together.
Introduction
Carrying on our studies on the electron density distribution of acyl amides, nitriles and their derivatives, similar work on 2,4,6-tricyano-s-triazine which can best be prepared from the corresponding amide and diphosphorus pentoxide (Bailey et al., 1963) , has been planned. We found, however, that the product of this synthesis when condensed onto a liquid-nitrogen-cooled glass finger, contains considerable amounts of a second more volatile compound. Separation can be accomplished by renewed sublimation yielding colourless, prismatic crystals which slowly turn yellow, when exposed to light or to X-ray radiation. The X-ray structure determination showed this compound to be cyanoformamide (ureamononitrile), formed by monomerization of the starting triazine; this substance, incorporated into many insectizides, can be synthesized in very high yield from cyanogen, water, formic acid, and acetonitrile (Welcher et al., 1959) . 
Data collection
5624 reflections, 0.049 < sin θ/λ< 0.65 Α -1 , ΜοΑΓα, ω/2 θ scan mode; fourcycle diffractometer Stoe AED, temperature of measurement + 20°C; 421 independent reflections, internal reliability factor for 302 reflections observed (/>2σ(/)) being 0.053; no absorption correction; scattering factors for neutral atoms (International Tables, 1974) . The cell constants were determined and refined by a least-squares calculation using the positions of a selected number of 18 reflections.
Structure determination
The structure was solved with the MULTAN 80 program system (Main et al., 1980) . Refinements of the non-hydrogen atoms for both possible space groups showed the centrosymmetric space group to be the correct solution. At this stage of refinement the resulting difference-density map revealed the positions of both hydrogen atoms. Further refinement with isotropic and anisotropic temperature factors for the hydrogen and all the other atoms respectively, gave the following results: R = 0.059; Rw = 0.07 [w = 1 /a 2 (F0)], G.o.F. = 1.24. In Tables 1 and 2 the final parameters as well as the intramolecular bond lengths and angles have been listed, Figure 1 shows an ORTEP-plot of the molecule 1 .
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